Introduction
Development of large cities dictates the need to increase the economic activity in these territories, by attracting resources of nearby territories, supporting entrepreneurship, development 2) availability of quality services in line with a set of publically available individual services according to the type of international, national and regional development centre;
3) maintenance and development of transport infrastructure, including service and job accessibility for people living in the regions (Regional Policy Guidelines, 2013 -2019 The most significant common regional development problem, characteristic of the whole country is the disparities in socioeconomic development between different regions. This is due to several reasons. Primarily, this is caused by low business activity and incomplete prerequisites to increase it in the regions. A significant problem is inadequate regional government infrastructure and the lack of regional government capacity to work with entrepreneurs. At the same time, due to insufficient mandate, regional governments lack the freedom to carry out flexible solutions considering individual situations, including available resources and territories, when attracting entrepreneurs.
The study aims: to analyse aid guidelines aimed for development of the Riga Planning Region business environment attractiveness. To achieve the goal, it was put forward: based on business environmental aid guidelines.
Material and methods
The Ministry of Economics of Latvia (henceforth-LR EM) has issued a report on business and environment. According to this report, based on provisional data for 2016, there were 129.
12 thousand economically active individual merchants and commercial companies in Latvia (excluding farmer or fishermen companies and self-employed persons). 99.6 % of the above can be categorised as small or medium-sized enterprises (henceforth SME). Division of SMEs in Latvia is as follows: microenterprises -89.6 %, small enterprises -8.9 %, medium-sized enterprises- In Latvia regional policy, new target territories or territorial focus has been placed to promote business development and investment in the regions, emphasising involvement of many parties to achieve regional political goals (Latvia-2030).
Research results and discussion Improvement of business environment in local and regional levels
In promotion of regional development, the most significant aspect is economic activitycreation of businesses and jobs to provide employment opportunities and associated wealth for local inhabitants. This decreases the risk of depopulation as well as provides income for regional governments in form of taxes. Increased income from taxation allows to invest in development of infrastructure thus increasing overall quality of life. Territorial development from the economic point of view is a fight for growth resources (human resources, investments etc.) to acquire the critical mass of resources for development.
To create prerequisites for economic development at the local and regional levels, the following activities will be carried out: 1) Identification of available resources and specialisation of a certain territory;
2) Territorial recognition -branding and marketing linked to local initiatives and specialisation, thus creating a uniform and easily recognisable territorial identity; 3) Regional municipalities will be provided with investments to assist with maintenance and development of infrastructure and to attract local and foreign investment, thus promoting creation of new businesses and expansion of current businesses in regions; 4) Increase the capacity of regional governments and planning regions to promote innovative entrepreneurship with high added value and the efficient and creative use of local resources The task that is closely related to service and business development is that maintenance and improvements of transport infrastructure providing accessibility of jobs and services and allowing businesses easily transport their production etc. The issue of accessibility can be solved also by reducing the need to commute in certain situations (e-services, distance working etc.) (Law on the National Industrial Policy Guidelines for 2014 to 2020).
Support for Riga planning region
The aim: to create all the prerequisites for RPR to become a Northern European metropolis, this is attractive to live in, to invest in, and to travel to. Riga successfully functions as part of the Baltic Sea region, thus increasing the global competitiveness of the whole macro region.
Support directions:
1) Improvement of state transport infrastructure, making Riga more accessible;
2) Improvement of transport infrastructure and public transportation system in the Riga city;
3) Reconstruction and development of multifunctional objects in Riga to promote cultural, sport and other events of national and international scale, promote tourism and resort development.
The role of regional governments and planning regions in the business development
As mentioned above, at the present moment business activity is largely concentrated in the capital city and the surrounding territories, which suggests that resources in the regions are underused and there is a potential for development. The activity of the public sector to attract local and foreign investment and to develop economic activity is fragmented and insufficiently effective at the moment. Institutions at the national level lack detailed information of specific issues problems and potential of each individual territory. For this reason, national support mechanisms cannot efficiently promote business development in the regions. Involvement of regional governments is necessary because they are the most aware of the local specifics and situation.
Because of this, the role of local and regional level to promote economic activity will be increased.
To promote the increase of economic activity, an efficient use of available resources, the following actions will be taken during the guideline development. To enhance the role of regional municipalities in business promotion, it is necessary to: 1) Improve laws and regulations, to allow greater freedom for regional governments to manage their property and resources for the common interests of the local communities;
2) enhance and diversify the options for local governments to support entrepreneurs;
3) increase the capacity of local governments to attract investment (incl. support for events at a local and regional scale to attract investors and promote small innovation in the territories); Table 1 .  Each Riga and Riga region territory has its own characteristics and specific traits and issues.
Some of these are the following:
 Potential of regional centres significantly exceeds the potential of other small towns;
 High concentration of workforce, business activity, other economic and social activity;
 Large number of economically active businesses, relatively low unemployment, large amount of foreign investment;
 Availability of services (education, culture, knowledge, social, healthcare and other areas).
RPR generates 2/3 of the whole GDP. Objective positions of RPR in Latvia are directed by regional specialisation in provision of services, such as education, healthcare, government, finances and sales. There are some areas that are localised due to historical reasons and not because of the "capital city effect", such as woodworking, chemical manufacturing, metalworking, tourism. RPR economic indicators and expected specialisation trends are shown in Table 2 .  Property business, construction.
Conclusions

1)
In Latvia regional policy, new target territories, or territorial focus have been placed, to promote business development and investment in the regions, emphasising involvement of many parties to achieve regional political goals.
2) The most important aspect to promote regional development is the economic activity -creation of jobs and businesses because they provide employment opportunities and associated prosperity to the local inhabitants. This decreases the risk of depopulation as well as provides income for regional governments in form of taxes. Increased income from taxation allows to invest in development of infrastructure thus increasing overall quality of life.
3) Prerequisites for business environment development:
 Identification of areas of existing resources and specialization (regions -economic profile) determination and strength -RPR location close to the capital, infrastructure, education, economically active population and young people in large proportion;
 the territory reputation -brand building and marketing strategy in accordance with Riga and Pieriga territory of the territorial coverage of the characteristics and specificities;
 investments in business support infrastructure development and improvement in accordance with Riga and Pieriga site characteristics and specificities;
 measures to promote innovative business development in the promotion -the areas of specialization, business education, youth involvement in entrepreneurship;
 improvement of business environment at local level, including reducing the administrative burden on operators' responsible specialist attraction in municipalities etc.
4) To promote entrepreneurship regional governments, need :
 local governments greater rights to dispose of public property, and it holds the front of agreement and common interest of the local community -industrial zones;
 to expand and diversify the local opportunities to support entrepreneurs, including collaborative efforts -municipal and private partnership in developing joint projects (housing stock, educational institutions etc.).
 to increase the capacity of local governments to attract investments -active use and encourage traders to use the EU funds;
 improving the business environment in municipalities and regions, including reducing of the state and local municipalities imposed administrative burdens on business -to conduct training courses for entrepreneurs.
5) RPR exhibits more optimistic indicators of economic development than the rest of the country, which provides wider opportunity to improve the business environment. Riga region is the hub of transport, power and energy, environmental, communication and IT infrastructure.
6) Each RPR territory has a defined area, characteristics and specific issues.
7) It is important to evaluate the supporting infrastructure, depending on location and associated specificity, to plan the specialisation of a territory in the business environment development guidelines.
